
 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS!  
 

The Board of Directors and Advisory Council of the 
American Institute of Oral Biology invite you to attend 
our upcoming milestone 75th Annual Meeting to be 
held from October 26-28, 2018 at the Palm Springs 
Hilton Hotel, Palm Springs, California. 

This year’s scientific program will open after lunch on 
Friday with the inaugural Hermann Becks (1897-1962), 
Founder’s Lecture, and will officially close after dinner 
Sunday evening, with an available total of 24 claimable 
CEU. 

As of this writing, our committed faculty consists of a 
wide range of subject experts, namely:  Rodrigo Vianna, 
MD, PhD, Alan Dove, PhD, Jennifer Grandis, MD, Alan 
Herford, DDS, MD, Sreenivas Koka, DDS, PhD, MBA, 
and Shahrokh Shabahang, DDS, MS, PhD. 

Dr. Rodrigo Vianna, the Keynote Philip J. Boyne 
speaker, is Director, Miami Transplant Institute, Chief, 
Liver and GI Transplantation, Professor, Clinical 
Services, Department of Surgery, University of Miami 

Miller School of Medicine/Jackson Memorial Hospital, 
Miami, Florida. 

Dr. Vianna earned his MD in his native country Brazil, 
and underwent specialty training and two fellowships at 
the University of Miami, following which he instituted 
the largest volume Intestinal/Multivisceral Transplant 
program at the University of Indiana School of Medicine 
where remained for ten years prior to being recruited 
back to Miami to head their program. 

Dr. Vianna is one of the most experienced multi-organ 
transplant surgeons in the world, and he will discuss 
achievements in transplantation as well as harvesting, 
testing and maintenance of transplanted organs.  His 
presentations are truly not to be missed, and, of course 
accompanying guests are especially invited to attend the 
Boyne lecture, on a no-credit, space-available basis. 

On our 75th annual meeting, we have designated the 
Friday afternoon, opening scientific presentation, The 
Hermann Becks Founder’s Lecture, which will be given 
by Alan Dove, PhD, western Massachusetts.  After 
earning his PhD in microbiology from Columbia 
University, NY, NY, he embarked on the path less 
trodden and became a freelance science journalist, 
blogger (The Turbid Plaque), editor and podcaster as co-
host of This Week in Virology (TWIV). 

“ONE CAN CHOOSE TO GO 

BACKWARD TOWARD SAFETY OR 

FORWARD TOWARD GROWTH.” 

Abraham Harold Maslow (1908-1970) 
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For his two formal presentations, he has chosen the 
topics of DNA editing and Scientific Findings are 
tentative-Science Corrects itself.  Of all the scientific 
advances since our founding in 1943, the one which may 
present the most profound implications and challenges 
for humankind is gene editing, which is now possible via 
number of techniques. 

Scientific findings are often hailed as breakthrough and 
advances, only to subsequently be proven false by further 
meticulous research.  Additionally, during this period of 
unequalled scientific endeavors and publications, there 
are those, for whatever reason, who subvert the scientific 
process for their own motives.  In 2017, for example, 
there were over 7,000 scientific literature retractions, a 
large percentage of which have been removed due to 
author misconduct or method and materials errors. 

Jennifer Grandis, MD, Associate Vice-Chancellor, 
Director of Clinical and Translational Research Science 
Institute, Professor, Otolaryngology, Head and Neck 
Surgery, University of California, San Francisco earned 
her medical degree from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine.  She also served her internship, 
residency and an Infectious Diseases fellowship at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center.  She then rose 
in the ranks of Endowed Chair in Head and Neck Cancer 
Surgical Research and Distinguished Professor of 
Otolaryngology and Pharmacology and Clinical Biology 
at the University of Pittsburgh prior to being recruited to 
her present institution.   

She has performed extensive research over the years, 
primarily in signal transduction in development of head 
and neck squamous carcinomas resulting in numerous 
publications.  She will speak on this topic and precision 
medicine for oral squamous carcinomas. 

Those who may want an introduction to cell signaling and 
signal transduction can reference the subject at Khan 
Academy online (www.khanacademy.org). 

Alan Herford, DDS, MD, Professor and Chair, 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, School of 
Dentistry, Loma Linda University and Associate 
Professor of Surgery, School of Medicine, Loma Linda 
University is a board member of the Institute.  He 

obtained his medical degree and oral and maxillofacial 
surgery training at Texas Southwestern Medical Center, 
and then returned to chair the Department at his alma 
mater. 

Treatment of complex maxillofacial trauma often 
requiring major reconstructive procedures, is an area of 
his expertise, and Dr. Herford will present a lecture on 
the treatment of civilian gunshot wounds of the head, 
neck and facial regions. 

Sreenivas Koka, DDS, MS, PhD, MBA, Interim 
Section Chair, Restorative Dentistry, UCLA School of 
Dentistry, Clinical Professor, Restorative Dentistry, 
School of Dentistry, Loma Linda University will bring us 
two formal presentations in his specialty of 
prosthodontics. 

A native of England, Dr. Koka received his DDS degree 
from the University of Michigan School of Dentistry, 
where he also underwent specialty training in the field of 
prosthodontics.  He obtained a PhD in Oral Biology 
from the University of Nebraska and subsequently an 
MBA from the Sloan School of Management of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He was 
appointed Chair, Department of Dental Specialties, and 
Professor of Dentistry, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minnesota and he also spent a year as Executive Director, 
of the Foundation for Oral Rehabilitation, in Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

Shahrokh Shabahang, DDS, MS, PhD, Private 
Practice Limited to Endodontics, Redlands, California is 
pformer Associate Professor, Endodontics, School of 
Dentistry, Loma Linda University and the immediate 
Past-President of the AIOB, which he led for 15 years.  
Shahrokh obtained his DDS degree from the University 
of the Pacific School of Dentistry.  He received his 
endodontic specialty training and master’s degree as well 
as his PhD in immunology from Loma Linda University.  
In addition to his specialty private practice, he is presently 
engaged in research.  The results of some research 
recently concluded at Loma Linda University on 
prophylaxis for infective endocarditis, will be the focus of 
his formal presentation, which he believes may challenge 
the present regimen.   



This year we have partnered with the College of Dental 
Medicine, NOVA Southeastern University, Davie/Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida to both publicize the meeting and 
offer ADA CERP credits. 

Anything worth doing is worth doing now, and although we will 
limit enrollment for this year’s meeting, with priority being given to 
past attendees, we ask that you register with our Executive Secretary, 
June Barrientos, upon receiving this Newsletter to reserve your place.   

Additionally, if we attract more attendees than in recent years, there 
will be more than the usual demand for Hilton Hotel rooms, so 

please call Stephanie Mercado with the Hilton Hotel 

directly at (760) 318-8536 and reserve your preferred room 

now.  It bears repeating that the national Hilton Hotel 
reservations system does not offer our conference room 
rate.   

Dr. Courtney Fitzpatrick who is a member of our Board 
of Directors and the Hotel Arrangements Director is also 
available to assist.  You may reach her by email at 
(courtneyfitzdds@gmail.com).  

The Palm Springs Hilton Hotel will make a one-night 
charge in advance of the meeting, however, there is a 
rather liberal cancellation policy should you need to 
cancel as the date nears. 

In the last newsletter, we announced the appointment of 
Rick Thiriot, DDS, to the Board of Directors, and want 
to introduce him the membership.  Dr. Thiriot presently 
serves as Associate Dean of Clinical Services, Associate 
Professor in Residence, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
School of Dental Medicine.  He obtained his BS degree 
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and his dental 
degree from the University of the Pacific.  He remained 
at that institution for a time, then entered private practice 
in Las Vegas for several years prior to joining the faculty 
of UNLV.  He has participated in organized dentistry and 
among his myriad activities and accomplishments, he 
served as a Board Member of the Nevada State Board of 
Dental Examiners and is an Examiner, North East 
Regional Board Examiners.  Dr. Thiriot has served as 
OKU president and has been recognized as a Fellow of 
both the American Academy of Dentistry International, 
the International College of Dentistry and is a member of 
the Pierre Fauchard Academy.  Other professional 

societies to which he has volunteered his time are the 
Nevada Dental Association as President and other 
numerous offices, and the University of the Pacific 
Alumni Association – president and board member.  As 
a faculty member he is heavily involved with teaching 
responsibilities, formal mentoring and outreach 
programs.  We are appreciative of Rick’s agreeing to join 
our Board and know we all will benefit from his expertise 
and professional experiences. 

It has been said of volunteers that they rarely have the 
time, but they do have the heart, and I want to thank the 
members of the Board of Directors and those of you who 
have contacted me since the last meeting to offer 
constructive suggestions, as feedback is important to us.   

Plan on being present for our milestone 75th Annual 
Meeting! 

 

Ted Splaver, President AIOB 
theodoresplaiver@comcast.net 
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